Five Big Republican Surprise Wins in 2002

	Race
	Loser

Democrat
	Republican Winner
	Poll

Mean
	Official

Result
	Swing

	Colorado Senate
	Strickland
	Allard (i)
	Dem 2
	Rep 5
	Rep 7

	Georgia Senate*
	Cleland (i)
	Chambliss
	Dem 3
	Rep 7
	Rep 10

	Minnesota Senate**
	Mondale(i)
	Coleman
	Dem 2
	Rep 3
	Rep 5

	New Hampshire Sen.
	Shaheen
	Sununu
	Dem 1
	Rep 4
	Rep 5

	Georgia Governor*
	Perdue (i)
	Barnes
	Dem 11
	Rep 5
	Rep 16


Incumbents are denoted with (i). * In Georgia, Diebold officers surreptitiously put special “patches” in machines days before the election. ** Walter Mondale replaced incumbent Senator Paul Wellstone, who was killed in a suspicious plane crash days before the election.

Source: Freeman & Bleifuss p. 81

Source for the data: National Council on Public Polls: 2002 Poll Performance.
In 2002, exit poll results were never released because the media consortium that conducted it, “lost all confidence in the polls,” perhaps due to discrepancies with official counts in a slew of surprising Republican victories.
